
DISCERNMENT
Rooting our thoughts in Scripture as we process the world around us
Week 6



QUESTIONABLE STATEMENTS WE’VE 
COVERED SO FAR…

QS1: Jesus is a model of living more than an object of worship
QS2: Affirming peoples potential is more important than 
reminding them of their brokenness
QS3: It's more important to get along with people than make 
judgments
QS4: Gracious Behavior is More Important than Right Belief



TODAY’S QUESTIONABLE 
STATEMENT:

Questionable Statement 5 (QS5): Inviting 
questions and encouraging personal 
search is more important than supplying 
answers and group uniformity



CONTRASTING THE TWO IDEAS
Inviting questions and 
encouraging personal search
• Christianity is fundamentally about 

being on a spiritual journey and 
exploring for ourselves what we believe

• Our primary goal should be to 
encourage people to ask questions

• Variety of belief is a good thing
• Keeping an open mind is a sign of 

maturity and humility
• We shouldn’t push our own beliefs onto 

others

Supplying answers and group 
uniformity
• Christianity is fundamentally about our 

relationship with God based on the truth 
of the gospel

• Our primary goal should be to provide 
answers to people’s questions

• Unity of belief is a good thing
• Having a settled understanding of God’s 

truth is a sign of maturity and humility
• It is a good thing to point out God’s truth

to others
What values of our society/culture favor the items on the left?

Are these values good or bad? 
In what spheres are these values good?



THE BIG ISSUE

• What differentiates those who focus on the left from those who focus on the 
right?
• Understanding about the Scriptures—is it God’s clear revelation to us?
• The Bible is God’s revelation to us and it is understandable

Inviting questions and 
encouraging personal search

Supplying answers and group 
uniformity

Some things in Scripture are clearer than others, and some people understand the teachings more 
clearly than others. However, the things that must be known, believed, and obeyed for salvation 
are so clearly set forth and explained in one part of Scripture or another that both the educated 
and uneducated may achieve a sufficient understanding of them by properly using ordinary 
measures.

Perspecuity of Scripture (from LBC 1689)



SCRIPTURE SPEAKS IN TERMS OF 
TRUTH (NOT OPINION)

• Gal 2:14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of 
the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a 
Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”

• John 18:37-38 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this 
purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone 
who is of the truth listens to my voice.”  Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I 
find no guilt in him.

verseid:48.2.14
verseid:43.18.37


SCRIPTURE SPEAKS IN TERMS OF 
TRUTH (NOT OPINION)

• John 16:12-13 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now.  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, 
for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will 
speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.

• John 8:31-32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide 
in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.”

• John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.

verseid:43.16.12
verseid:43.8.31
verseid:43.14.6


SCRIPTURE SPEAKS IN TERMS OF 
TRUTH (NOT OPINION)

• Scripture (OT and NT) continually makes truth claims
• Authors are not hesitant to declare truths



GOD’S INTENT IS THAT WE SHOULD 
SEEK, BUT NOT CONTINUALLY BE 

SEEKING…
• 2 Tim 3:2-7 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, 

abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, 
unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 
treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. 
Avoid such people. For among them are those who creep into households 
and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various 
passions, always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the 
truth.

• Luke 11:9-10 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, 
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.

verseid:55.3.2
verseid:42.11.9


CAVEATS / BALANCING 
THOUGHTS

• Are questions good?
• Yes, and they should be encouraged, in evangelism as well as in the regular life 

of a believer
• However, goal is to try to figure out answers

• In terms of unity of thought, should everyone believe everything exactly the
same?
• If we all had a perfect understanding of everything God has said, then yes!

• …but none of us do.
• The more clear scripture is about a topic, the more unity of thought there should 

be
• As a church, we don’t require unity of thought about everything
• Key point: Goal is not that you believe me, but that you believe God



PRACTICAL ISSUES

• Our culture is arguably moving away from believe in actual, objective truth 
(at least in some areas)—what should our response be?
• Exemplify the truth
• Declare the truth
• Don’t expect the world to appreciate us

• How do we bring up the next generation(s) to go against the cultural 
currents in this area?



Inviting questions and 
encouraging personal search
• Christianity is fundamentally about 

being on a spiritual journey and 
exploring for ourselves what we believe

• Our primary goal should be to 
encourage people to ask questions

• Variety of belief is a good thing
• Keeping an open mind is a sign of 

maturity and humility
• We shouldn’t push our own beliefs onto 

others

Supplying answers and group 
uniformity
• Christianity is fundamentally about our 

relationship with God based on the truth 
of the gospel

• Our primary goal should be to provide 
answers to people’s questions

• Unity of belief is a good thing
• Having a settled understanding of God’s 

truth is a sign of maturity and humility
• It is a good thing to point out God’s truth

to others

Summary: Asking questions is good, but settling on answers from 
God’s word is even better!


